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away every moral consideration from his path clears away
his best friends and leaves the road open to his worst
enemies. In the conflict with a disease springing so largely
out of moral weakness he needs the alliance of every moral
force that can touch his problem at its origin. Instead, he
has too often relied upon material forces which have only
deluded and handicapped him. It is matter for infinite
regret, and even anxiety, that the spirit of controversy should
even now continue to over-ride that of friendly discussion
and common effort. It would be strange indeed if narrow
and reactionary ideas were to obtain a new vogue in England
at a time when venereologists in Germany are beginning to
realise the necessity of a broader outlook and of bringing
11 regulationists " and " abolitionists together for the
united discussion of a problem which both are anxious to
solve. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

B. LFPPINGTON,

June 23rd, Member 
of the International Prophylactic Society.

June 23rd, 1906.

B. LEPPINGTON.
Member of the International Prophylactic Society.

A DISCLAIMER.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Our attention has been directed to an article
entitled Fighting Consumption" in the Daily Telegraph of
this date. As this has been published entirely without our
knowledge, assistance, or consent, and we are specifically
mentioned by name therein, we feel it to be our duty to the
profession and ourselves emphatically to protest against it.

We are, Sirs, yours faithfully,
JAMES H. SEQUEIRA, M.D. Lond., F.R.C.P. Lond.,

Physician in charge of the Skin Department.
W. BULLOCH, M D. Aberd.,

Bacteriologist to the Hospital.
G. T. WESTERN, M.B. Cantab.,

Assistant to the Inoculation Department.
London Hospital Medical College, London, E., June 21st, 1906.

THE TREATMENT OF INFANTILE
DIARRH&OElig;A.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;The raison d’etre of my apparently dogmatic
correspondence with you dated June 2nd, p. 1567, was the
very bitter experience which I once had when I signed 14
death certificates one morning, the death in every case being
due to this terrible complaint. That little experience caused
me to take a most exceptional interest in this disease.
When I wrote you I had no idea who it was who originated
the purgative treatment for this disease but it occurred to
,me as the line of treatment which ought to be adopted after
I had witnessed the results of several investigations into the
causation of this complaint. If Dr. Weir wishes two stop
the diarrhoea, before it stops the patient" he can very easily
do so by injecting atropine sulphate 10 grain to 0 I grain,
or small doses of codein sulphate, but I think that the sooner
the bowel is cleared the better.
The arsenite of copper is not such a powerful remedy for

an infant " as he would imagine; if given in small and oft-
repeated dosage it seems to ease the tenesmus and

tympanites in a remarkably short time. I do not use

stimulants, such as brandy or whisky, in which he places
such confidence-a confidence which does not seem to have
been shaken by the results of the recent trials in London on
the subject of "What is whiskey "What is brandy ? "
I must say I prefer strychnine.

I find the hypodermic syringe a most useful adjunct in the
treatment of this complaint. It was the " safer and equally
efficacious" " methods of treatment which produced such
deplorable death certification outlined above and caused me
to cast aside the ipse dixit of some most learned authorities
and to worry out each individual case on its own merits. The
result of my own method of treatment has been that I lest
one case in 1904 and three cases in 1905.

’ I am. Sirs. vours faithfullv.
WILLIAM AYRES.

THE TREATMENT OF RINGWORM.
10 tlte Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-&Aacute;P1’OP08 of the leading article in THE LANCET of
June 16th under the above heading I should like to point out
a method of treatment which I have adopted for many years
with unvarying success I have treated several hundred cases

and so far from lasting four years I do not remember a case
that has not been cured within four weeks. The remedy
which I use is ordinary blistering fluid (liqaor epispasticus)
and I selected this on account of its penetrating quality
and its special action on the hair papilla. One brush over
is quite sufficient for a simple case, say of one or

two unall patches. In chronic cases, where there is
exudation or scarring from the use of escharoties, two or
sometimes three applications are required at intervals of
about a week. I dilute with glycerine when a blister mark
is to be avoided or where there is risk of too great absorp-
tion of the drug, as in cases where the patches are large and
numerous. The remedy is equally efficacious on the scalp
and depilation is quite unnecessary. The most important
point is to attack the zone of invasion, encroaching slightly
upon the healtbv tissue beyond.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
. 

THOMAS JACKSON, L.R.C.S.Edin., &c.
Greystoke, Penrith, June 23rd, 1906.

THOMAS JACKSON, L.R.C.S.Edin., &c.

ENUCLEATION OF THE PROSTATE FOR
H&AElig;MORRHAGE.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-My attention has been drawn to a report of the
proceedings of the Surgical Section of the Royal Academy
of Medicine in Ireland, published in THE LANCET of
June 9th, 1906, p. 1610, in which Sir William Thomson,
referring to a case in which he had enucleated the prostate
for severe haemorrhage, says : " He believed this was the first
time the operation had been reported, as undertaken for
haemorrhage only."

I invite Sir William’s attention to a lecture of mine on the
subject of enucleation of the prostate published in the
British Medioal J01lrnal of July 4th, 1903, where at p. 4 he
will find details of a case (Case 36 in my series), that of a
distinguished member of the medical profession, aged 71
years, in which, in consultation with Mr. G. H. Makins of
London and Mr. E. White of Putney, I removed the pro-
state for alarming haemorrhage which had existed for several
weeks and which seriously threatened the patient’s life. I
am glad to say that this very day this gentleman paid me
a friendly visit, in perfect health, and untroubled by any
urinary symptoms, more than three years after operation.
Amongst the 315 cases of enucleation of the prostate in
my practice to date, severe haemorrhage has been a marked
symptom in many instances, and it,is that which frequently
induces the patient to submit to operation.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Harley-street, W., June 26th, 1906. P. J. FREYER.P. J. FREYER.

GASTRO-ENTE ROSTOMY.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SiRS,&mdash;In my final reply to Mr. Ward I desire to refer as
briefly as possible to a few points only. The use of the
clamps is the first of these. When Mr. Ward put forward
the claim in his first letter I quoted Kocher and Sir Thomas
Smith (not Mr. W. A. Lane, as Mr. Ward says with a gay
carelessness that is not confined to dates) and I gave a
reference to Doyen’s book as the first published account
(1895) of his use of the clamps in stomach surgery. Mr.
Ward, in his second letter, modified the claim which, in its
original form I had shown to be untenable, to a "special
application of the clamps in gastro enterostomy and I then
said Doyen used and depicted the use of the clamps in the
operation of gastro enterostomy to fulfil the special objects
Mr. Ward enumerated." Mr. Ward now tells me he does
not find this special use depicted in Doyen’s book. It
is not there. I did not refer Mr. Ward to Doyen’s
book for the illustrations of the " special application
in gastro-enterostomy," as he will find if he reads
my letter attentively. In his book Doyen describes the
method of gastro-enterostomy he performed at that
time. He then used four clamps, two on the stomach and
two on the jejunum (p. 295). For illustrations showing the
special use of the clamps Mr. Ward must refer to later

papers of Doyen, but as these may not be " easily
accessible copies of the figures will be found in Monprofit’s
book on " gastro-enterostomy (p. 106, fig. 111). Doyen
was not, of course, the only surgeon to use clamps in the
operation of gastro-enterostomy prior to 1900. Guinard


